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ERNANDOD was
handsome asan
Apollo. swraipht
as a reed and
of such nobtie,
manly bearing
that I, his
dwarrfed and
- ugly brother,
hfl.li nivwayrs

wil".llﬁped him with blind, p=rsistant

| thutzgn.

" When Alicia came between us I be-

'ﬂi 1o look upon his superior charms

with all the bitterness of greedy envy.
His perfect phiysique grew hateful to
my syes and the noble face took on o
mask of prond congratulation.

Tt was the evening before the Care

nival of the Flowers that I renpched |

the acme of despair; Alicia, starry-
eyed amd wvelvet-lipped, had talked

and danced with Farosado until my |

heart was almost bursting,

Alicia was »nf Spanish
father, the Conde de Tornasel,
been one of the hirhest nobles in the
land, sad had early wed his daugh-
ter to one who later eseapesd {from
his cogntry to roan the world, friend-
less and alone, with s conspirator's
pPrice npon nls hewdl

It was just after an onvsaaliy tire-
some walte and I had lost stwht of
Abicia for 3 moment. [ leflt my seat
and waadered about Lthe rooms,
searching everywhers for tha starry
eyes, whose ownoer was the plory of
my world and heaven., At last [ savw
her, sitting slone in a darkened cor-
ner, hidden so completely by & tow-
ering palm that no glanes, other
than from the eve of love, would ever
have detected her.

I pushed nside the struggling leaves
and stood suddeniy before her, and,
in spitea of her grace und breeding,
she eofld mog forbear to start at the
hideous picture I must have made.

Then she extended her taper hand

birth, her

and smiled into my hideous face.
“Oh, senocr, you have found my
hiding place!™ Then with a flood of

rapture aimost blioding my senses,
I saw that she had moved a little and
was making s place for me npon the
divan beside her.

For once her smiles, her gracions
words, were all for ms slone I
listepnad, half intoxicated, and an-
swered like one in s dream. ] bent
forward, my lips parted, to t=ll bher
all, when sudda.nly a bluck shadow
fell across the palms, and 1 kad only
time to bite my lips to silence when
my brother's voies, low, tender, and
oh, how exqulsitely moduolated, fell,
kunall-like, oo my ear.

There was & gentle laugh from
Alicia- She touched my hand with |
bar jeweled fingers mnd, breathing
some word of regret at leaving me
there, roze swiftly from the sheltared
nook and went back into the glare of
light, leaning once more vpon my
brother's shoulder.

At that moment I could hove killed
him in my rage. What right had he
to steal upon as at this, the f6Gcst
sweet moment of my happliness?

I hurried from the ball to plan my
revenge,for in sn iustant it had come to
me that were he not so constuntlv by
ner side there might be some littls
hope.

The naxt morning., the first day of
the famous carnival, broke fair and
goelden In its splendor. The sun of
the Riviera was shining brilliantly

upon the waters of the Mediierrn- '

nean, and from ithe peaks of the dis-
tant monntains there came a eooling
braath of air that sesmed to soctihe
my frenzy just s little. Calmly and
deliberately I made my plans The
costume I selected was caleulited to
disguise my bideous form, and even
make me many inches taller through
the monstrons helmet | assumed.

Aan last addition to my toiles 1
purchased a keen-cdged dagger.

Tt Ilacksed bhut a moment of the
signal gun 50 I Legan my ghastly task

SPRANG LIEE A TIGER AT HIS BREAST,
by walking siowly sbout, jostling us
best I could mmong the crowd, but
with my eyes fised anxiously upon
cach Ia-.launy fn turm in 8 feverish

for my brother.

At Ins=t I saw him, Jleaning boldly
ahove a flowerdecked rail, and =l
though bis face was shielded by a
mask, I knew bkim by bhis noble
shoulders. Hurricdly I secured =
bunch of pure, white roses, then dart-
ing across the street, managad o se-
eure an emply chair apon the balcony
beside him.

In another Instant the svarning gun
bad boomed snd for a moment heaven

“itsel! seemed raining fowers, and

storms, yea, even Lurricanes of rosca,

had |

apon the air
Did he know Alicia's disguise, I
wondered, and then for o moment 1
sursed my own stupidity. How shonld
I know her in that passing throng?
! The starry eyes would, beyond all
doubt be vellad, and the silvery volcae
would hardly resch my ear In such s
Babel of soafusion.

I turned and scunned my berother's
poor disguise, hoping. I kunew not
why, for something that would aid
me ia my dire dilemmsa. Another (o
stant and my heart grew light Fer
aando turned, and my eye caught in-
| stantly a goldea gleam, the glitter of

& shining star, pioned directly above
| hiz heart

“So that is your privats baige of
recopgnition.” 1 muttered bitteriy, and
then began to scan more closely thao
sver the oecupsnis of the gorgeous

lhj-ld:n!hull violets burst furlously

carriagos.
Ar Inst she eame drawn by,
four-millke whits, prancing steeds,

whose necls were hoang with erimson
roses. and then for the first time I dis
ceraecd that my brother held & mou-
| strous banch of the same rare, fra-
grant blossoms.

Curiously, eagerly,sthe starry eyves;
behind & snow-whits veil, senrched
everywhere the teeming baloonles
and at lasy, just as she reached his
seat, Fernando ross, and bending
toward her dispiayed his golden bau-
ble,

He bent and aropped the ruby clps-
ter directly st her feet and a rush of
ferling seemed to overpower her, for,
forgetfnl of both time and soens, slis
tonched her fiagevrs to her lips and
wafted a liss directly Lo the giver.

| “Cownprd!” I hissed, “to steal a
|wamuna love!™ And theo. as the
man, half puzzled as my words,

turped suddealy and took one step miy

way, I rose, and, throwing my roses
| in Bis face, sprang 1fke & tiger at his

breast and stabbed him to the heart
| exuctly over the spot so lately shield-
l ed by the golden trinket.

There was a shriek from the streetf,
| s0 flerce. so lond and so long, that for
| an instant everything was still, but
when [ crept unnhindered from the
spot only a second later, the batile
had begun again and the tragedy of
love and rage was over and forgotten.

Why I was not stopped 1T do not
know, unless 1t was that soma had
sezn the dagger spd believed the
whole thing to be a farce te add ex-
| citement to their plensure. However
it was I eluded them sll and quickly
undoing my disguiss, left it to be
trampled with the flowers while |
burried away from the sweet con-
fusion.

Turning my back upon the eity I
went my way until on the fellowing
day I found myself mounting the
marble steps that led 10 the gambling
den at Monte Carlo. Half way up the
stuira, with the memory of my avil
deed still burning in my braim. I
stopped snddenly., chilled to the very
marrow, for just befor: me, noble,
| hapdsome as of old, 1 beheld my
brother Fernando.

My God!™ I shonted hoarsaly.
*What have 1 dooe! What have 1
done!™

Fernando quickly descended the
steps and stood beside me: “lave
sou been losing, Pedro?' he said
kindly. “If so take this"* and he
held a hasdfal of pold bafore me,
while I stared in stupid horror.

“When—when did you come here?"
I asked him wildly, snd for answer
Ferpando took me by the srm sod
led me slowly away.

““You are my brother, Pedro, and [
will t=2ll you =ll,” he said in a
| strangely mournful tone. “You see,
I was fool encugh to fall in love and
the lady's—Alicia’s husband has re-
turned —"" he flnished sadiy.

1 caught my breath with a stifliag
gasp.  “Does this man. Alicia’s hus-
band.resemble you?" | asked in horror.

I form, ves, in face, mo,” he re-
piled briefly.

Witha sudden sob of wemknesa I
told him the swiul! story. and Fer
nando, nobla Ferunado, only toelk me
by the hand and sald compnasionately:

*‘Yours hns besan m hard lot, Pedro.
| Deformed and hidecns from your
hirth, but let ws wot add more of
wickedoess to crime. Leave this
cursed spot and go you guisiuly to
Paris and awalt me there, It =
just possible that yon did mot Ikill
the man, and as no one snspeets von
pow you csn safely trast it ail to mo ™

I went to Paris ‘and waited Afier
a week, my brother, hundsomesr,
pobler than ever. bat with a plaintive
sadoes=s in his tones, brought me the
following information: *‘No ome sus-
pecis vou and the man is yet alive.
There was & budge of some kind
pinsed above his heart that turned
the dagger's edge, but—" he con-
tinned sadly, “he had betler Lave
died at onee, for this sin of yours has
brought sbout kis capture, and
Aliria will lose her bhusband soon,
either behind the prison walls or by
the strolce of s gaillotime.™

Theroughly subdusd and in misary
of spiric, I returned to Niee The
streets scemeod deserted ia the allence
following the carmival, and it waa
only when an execation was an-
sounaced that there was aay show of
exeitement among the weary paople,

Again the streets were throogerdl.
but I did not ventore out Fernando
brought me the news as I jaid, trem-
bling and conscience stricken. in my
bed, and when [ learned that Aflicia.
the beautiful, starry-eved Allicla, was
widowed by my hand, I wept such
tears of agony that my brother was
. gravely startied.

» = @

I am failing rapidiy, the physicians
say, but my secret Is safe with my
nobie brother. It is pearly = year
| since the earnival and now Fernando

has & secret of his own, one that he
gladly lets me share for he kaows
that sorrow aad remorse bave shriven
my sonl of guilty deeds =snd filled wmy
beart with pomniteoce.
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